THE YOUNG MELBOURNE
courted by women, recognized and acclaimed mon-
archs of a magnificent realm. Certainly William
seems to have felt no qualm on accepting his new
position. No more at this juncture than in earlier days,
did he show the slightest conscious realization that die
life to which he was called diverted him from his true
bent. He took it for granted, for instance, that like
other eldest sons, he must now go into the House
of Commons. The only problem that worried
him was what seat he should stand for. Should it
be Leominster or Hertford? He went down to Hert-
ford and delighted his supporters with an excellent
speech. But for some reason he preferred Leominster.
In October, 1805, he was elected member. But
before this he had taken a more irrevocable step. He
had married.
Ever since 1802 he had wanted to. In that year
Caroline Ponsonby, now a grown-up young lady of
seventeen, was launched on the world. She had
matured into all and more than all that William could
have hoped for. Indeed she was the most dynamic
personality that had appeared in London society for a
generation. Outwardly she had hardly changed since
he first met her. Slight, agile, and ethereal, with a
wide-eyed wilful little face, and curly short hair, she
still looked a child; like something less substantial
even,~-"the Sprite", people called her, "the Fairy
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